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taking part in the Govern
ments public-private partner-
ship to run the networ

ws about air pollution will
come as ittle comfort to the
thousands of commuters who
endured temperatures in ex-

Professor Nick Priest of
dlesex Unlyersty has found
Even healthy individuals may
be increasing their suscepti-
bilty tollness.

when they were stranded
Underground train for more
than an hour

Professor Priest believes
the management is exremnely

there is potential or legal ac-
tion against London Under-
ground as evidence mounts
about the allegedly damaging

Commuters on the London

threatened with legal .:len
when he asked for per
o undertake further tests

mental toxicology conducted

to improve maters. Experts
have compared the exposure to
polutants with that on other

Underground are said to be breathing air that

tempts to force people out of
their cars into polluted, sub-
terranean caverns. If people
want to minimise their own

“uge dispriy” e said

tion, they're best off sitting in

The “dirtiest” routes, ac- tional standards, warni
conding o the Middlesex Uni- _ issued to vulnerable
versity rescarch, were the for levels of contamination
Northern, Piccadilly, Central  above groy

and Victoria lines. The worst uimmembenemm

r more polluted than above ground Mark Chilvers

cleaning” train for the 260 sta.
tions and 400 kilometres of

Athough levels of sbestos

decreased, the volume of other

gas and iron dust - which has
beenlinked o cancerandother

his fist experiments in 1997, fou haveto question a acarThemoment they goina Northern Line. Professor that several Tube routes con
has transport policy ‘which (" Priestsai i
1010 13 times the
agreed limit for microscopic
A study et to be published
n Croxford of University
College London, found the
els of dust inside Tottenham

level. A 1998 report by the

Professor Priest
Professor Priest believes

ventilation, which would tal
i he

on Science and Technology
showed that the smallest mi-
scopi les in particu
lar were a “major” health risk.
“They penetrate direcly inlo

London Underground saidit
had commissioned an inde-
ndent. review to be under-
taken by the Robens Cenre for
Occupational Health and Sate-
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advise on the adequacy of ex-

disea:
There is only one “dust-

likelihood of health effects.”



