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Thousands gather at conference centre
in Prague

WATERSTON
By Independent Digitals eporterin Prague R
27 Soptember 2000 Brai
Under intense sun, with a helicopter circling overhead, about
1 mn pmeane.s are currently blockading Kvetna - a major
m Prague that leads to the conference centre
whem the }MF 's 55th annual meeting is being held.

The Pink Group, so-called because of the balloons and flags
prtesters have used to nemwy themselves, initially left
Namesti Miru after they had circled the square, then joined
rod. yolow, nd blve teams Possibly ttaling n oxcess of
20,000 peoy

It's no.1, ask anyone

Currently there is a sense of stand off with the pink team’s
samba band giving the protest a festival atmosphere.

In other quarters the situation has been entirely different.
Communicating via mobiles phones, a popular accessory in  *2000 Independent

i eastom Eoropean cly,prosster have boen sharing  pigial (KO Lt

news of water cannon attacks, tear gas bombardments

baton charges. Subscribe to the
int edition

The Yellow group, led by ltalian-based protest group Ya
Basta, has been excessively gassed after attempting to storm
 heavily fortified police barri

Watencannors ara now arting vkt the i ars, wich s
‘adding to a growing sense of ur

Speaking from within the facility, an IMF spokeswoman who
refused to give her name said the atmosphere among
delegates was "one of nervousness".
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